WW?2 - Censorship & Propaganda

ANSWER KEY

20t May 1940

Dear Mum and Dad

I hope you are well and that you are getting enough to eat. I think this might be
the last letter I can send which I know will get home to you. The Sergeant says that
we have to write now, and the letters will be taken over the border to a small port in
Belgium called Saint Idesbad. He says that the Navy can get in there at night in
secret and the Germans don't know about it because the Belgian people there are
helping to keep it quiet.

We are at a little place called Warhem which is about 9 miles from Dunkirk. Our
group are staying for a day or two with a family called Lefebvre who have a son
called Albert. He's a schoolteacher, but he’s also in a group of people called The
Resistance. They're fighting the Germans in Belgium by blowing up bridges near
Brussels.

We have lost most of our equipment and have very little ammunition left. We have
left behind the Warwick boys who are setting up a plan to make the Germans think
that we are going to counter-attack, and they have been given all the vehicles and
equipment to make the Jerries think the whole Army is standing up to them.

We are just running away really and hope that we will be able to get to Dunkirk and
back over to see you. Most of our blokes are tired and fed up and just want to get
home and forget about the war. A lot of them would like us to stay out of it and
leave Hitler to have France and Belgium.

Must end now. Dad, I hope that you are managing work all day at the factory and
then having to go out on fire-watch duties at night. It would be a bit worrying if the
Luftwaffe find out Mitchell’s arent making bikes anymore but shells and bullets
instead. They would have a go at bombing it, wouldn't they, and probably blow up
the rest of Castle Street as well. Give my love to Elsie please. I suppose she’s still
working at Woolson Hall. A big change for her having to cook for all those top Army
Officers instead of just Lord and Lady Woolson.

I do hope I will see you all soon.
Your loving son

Alfred xxx
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Now you can see the difference between what Alfred originally wrote and what his
parents received:

20" May 1940

Dear Mum and Dad

T hope youare well and that youare gej(jring enough
to eat. T Hink this mighjr be the lust Jetter T can,
send which T know will gejr home to you. The Sergeanjr
says lejr we lwwe fo write now.

We are at a e P]ace sjraying fora o[ay or twowitha
famijy. We hope Hat we will be able to gejr back over

tosee S .' T-:::_::_ s

Must end now. Dad, T hope that you are managing work all o[ay atthe ‘FdCJ(OTy and
then, lwlvin,g bo go outat nigwf. Give ™y Jove to E'Jsie Pjease. I suppose she’s shill
working at Woolson, Hall ’mving to cook for Lord and Lao[y WooJson.

Tdo 'nope T will see you )l soon.

Your Joving son,

Afred xxx

Group discussion: Alfred’s letter has had over half the words
removed. Was it worth him writing it at all? Do you think Army was
right or wrong to censor letters?
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